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with great architectural achievements of the
past. True, it is not grand as a Greek tem-
ple is grand, or beautiful as a Gothic cathe-
dral is beautiful, but it is very wonderful,
nevertheless. Of course it must be fireproof,
and, consequently, little wood goes into the
making of it, but it contains steel enough
to build over one hundred locomotives;
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TACOMA BUILDING, CHICAGO
The first steel-construction building:, replaced
in 1929 by an even higher structure.
literally miles of metal piping; acres and
acres of terra cotta blocks; millions of bricks;
thousands of tons of mortar; hundreds of
tons of paint; almost one hundred thousand
square feet of glass, and miles of elevator
cables. All m all, perhaps nothing repre-
sents so well the crowding of people in our
American cities, together with their ideals
of utility combined with beauty, as does the
mdctern
 Architecture of the Past. In the follow-
ing pages is given a summary of the past
development of architecture.
Egyptian Architecture. The Egyptians
are the most ancient nation known to us
among whom architecture had attained the
character of a fine art. Their first permanent
buildings were excavated tombs, massive pyr-
amids and primitive temples. The belief
of the Egyptians that the present life was
but a moment in comparison with eternity
and that the body must be preserved for the
soul to inhabit, was responsible for the archi-
tecture of the tombs, which were supposed to
be built so strong that time could not de-
stroy them nor an enemy rifle them. The
Egyptian temples had walls of great thick-
ness that sloped on the outside from bottom
to top; the roofs were flat and composed of
blocks of stone reaching from one wall or
column to another, for the principle of the
arch was not employed. Statues of enor-
mous size, sphinxes carved in stone, and the
outlines of deities and animals sculptured on
the walls, with innumerable hieroglyphics, are
the decorative objects which belong to this
style. Architecture was the one supreme art
in Egypt—painting and sculpture always
were subordinate to it (see pyramids;
sphinx).
Chaldean - Assyrian Architecture. The
Chaldeans built with sun-dried brick, as there
was no good stone in their country, and the
Assyrians followed their example, covering
the bricks with beautifully carved stones and
stucco. Magnificence and beauty, rather than
permanence, was their special aim. Vaults
and arches were used, and as a result large
rooms were possible. Their temples were in
the shape of pyramids and were composed of
terraces rising in tiers to a great height.
Other Ancient Architecture. The Hittites
and Phoenicians followed the Assyrians in
general style. They built heavy fortresses,
great palaces, and temples which were small
and inferior as compared with those of other
nations. Their buildings have not stood the
test of time. The Hebrews had no national
architecture and what is known is derived
only from historical accounts (see temple).
Oriental architecture developed by itself, and
lacks the permanency of the West. Although
many widely differing styles are to be found
in India, the oldest and only true native
style of Indian ecclesiastical architecture is
the Buddhist, the earliest specimens dating la

